
Shaker Heights High School PTO : Meeting Minutes 
November 10, 2014 
 
Co-Presidents Marisa Matero-Maury and Robin Eisen called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
The September minutes were approved.  
 
First VPs Report: Susan Vodrey reported that the youngest student of each family in the school 
district will receive the printed directory. Otherwise it is available though Progress book.  
 
Outreach Report: Marisa Matero-Maury reported “Tour Your Schools” was a success. Students 
did a great job facilitating the tours for a large turn out of interested students and parents. Plans 
for next year include presentations by high school students and Mr. Griffith.  The tour itinerary 
will become more consistent to create a similar experience for all attendees. A new map of the 
high school will be created for better ease of use during tours.  
 
Separate coffees will be held for prospective private school families and for rising Shaker 
families. Robin Eisen reported that she will be having a coffee soon.  
 
Parent Ed. and Advocacy Report: Susan Vodrey reported that “Your Teen” Magazine would 
be having a webinar event on November 20th regarding social media and your children. 
 
Treasurers Report: Betsy Potiker reported that the only spending to date was in Outreach. The 
budget will be in good shape until the Flower Sale.  
 
Special Report: Robin Eisen reported about “Test Mania.” “Test Mania is a group of parents, 
students and teachers, united for rigorous, high-quality, stimulating education. We feel that 
learning is being undermined by excessive, mandatory, high-stakes testing…Our mission is to 
support fewer tests, less time spent on tests, and delays in any tests that can be delayed. Please 
join us in helping our schools return to educating, not testing.” – taken from Facebook.  
 
The campaign was created because of the many questions from parents about the recent volume 
of testing planned for grades k-12. The push is to get rid of duplicate testing, reduce the number 
of tests the students have to take so there can be more real learning instead of test preparation.  
 
A letter writing campaign has been started urging students, parents, teachers and concerned 
residents to reach out to their congressmen and state legislators to end the “test mania.” Group 
activities and information can be found on the Facebook page for “Test Mania.” 
 
Principals Report: Michael Griffith announced that the High School play, “Les Mis” would 
take place November 19th through the 21st. A preview would be held the Wednesday before the 
play run begins. He encouraged all to come see the show.  
 
Mr. Griffith urged parents to be knowledgeable about “Test Mania,” Common Core information 
and State House educational issues.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00.  
 
A PTO sponsored presentation following the meeting was led by Lisa Damour, director of 
Laurel School’s Center for Research on Girls (CRG) about the challenges faced by teens.  


